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Upon opening the abdomen, 1 found — 
peritonæum and its productions the omen. 
dum, meſentery, and meſocolon, i in a ſtate of 5 4 
The omentum had loſt about. 
ſuppuration ; the meſen- : „„ 
tery and ü and that part of the — 
teſtinal canal, with which they are cone d. 
Were very much inflamed. But the PO 2 2 


- > 4 $4 
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5 more eſpecially to occupy the — 5 


55 — 
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fide; the right ovarium had come to a ſup» = 
| porn; ; the colon, from its caput along the 
courſe of the aſcending arch, Was much in- 
flamed, and beginning to run into gangrene. N 
A large quantity of pus: and extravaſated ſe 
rum appeared in the cavity of the abdomen, 1 4 
which, when taken out. and meaſured, amounts | 
ed to two Engliſh pints. The peritonzal | 
| cont of the uterus was inflamed, and the or- 
gan itſelf not ſo compact and contracted as We: 
: _ ought to have been. Upon opening 151. 
cavity was. found covered with a black ee 8 | 
loured ſubſtance, which at firſt fight had the 2 i 
appearance of mortification, | but When wiped 
off, was found to be, nothing, elſe than. the | 
membrana decidua, in the ſtate i in Which 5 8 
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. over and the hot commenced, | the pulſe was 
RR.” the rate of 128, and hard. I ordered im- 
1 medliate bleeding ; ; but before the 
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chile ont the zd of 


. Before 1 ſaw the patient, t che cold ſtage was 


Wo could be got who was to Ki the open 


o 33 * 1 


the patient Winted and, for that reaſon, the 


fa operator thought proper to Sh "nr * | 


ge bleeding a bea, 83 e. Bo» 0 


* 


＋ he nest morning, 1 was Hide: to W 15 


5 that ſhe had enjoyed a pretty good night's 
5 repoſe, though I was a good deal diſappointed 
to be informed, that the purgative had not au- 
ſwered my wiſhes. The blood had a thick 
5 inflammatory cruſt; ſhe complained much of 
her belly, and her onlſs continued at the rate 
of 140, and the lochia ſtill continued to How. 
| in moderate ee ls 


The feebleneſs of the: 1 a me 


from repeating the bleeding: the next deſign, 8 


therefore, was to excite a diarrhœa, and to 
endeavour to determine to the ſkin by ſudo» 
- Nifics. In order to anſwer theſe intentions, 1 
a preſeribed the f powder of jalap in the ſaline 


mixture, to be given at proper intervals, till iʒt 


anſwered the end. When I returned in the 
evening, I was informed, that ſhe had ſlept a 
| good deal throughout the day, and that the 
N purgin 8 medicine had produced two or three 


DE motions, | 


- 


{ed 


motions, I ondered BL; ſame medicine 40 „ 
continu d. 


On . 515 when I viſited her, I was in- 
formed, that ſhe had enjoyed a pretty good 
night's reſt ; the medicine had procured ſome 
tools, but not ſo many as I could have e 
wiſhed; the pulſe was about 136; the pan 
of the abdomen was not , and chiefly 

| | eonknd to the Hat: ide. - „ en Bl 


the as evening when I 1 In was i han- 
' py to find the patient in a gentle diaphoreſis, 
which extended over the whole body, and 
was in great hopes that it would prove cri- 
tical; but I. was unhappily diſappointed, for 
next day, being the fourth from the attack of 
the diſeaſe, I was ſorry to find, that all the 
ſymptoms were aggravated, The diaphoreſis 
had continued for a ſhort time only, and ſhe 
had a bad and a reſtleſs night. The pain in 
the ſide was now very exquiſite, and the ab- 
domen tumefied ; there was likewiſe a great 
difficulty of breathi ing, and oppreſſion about 


* 24 the relpeity of the pulſe was 
3 © „ greatly 


4 Pg 
„ 


Brea mented ; the tongue very whitez, ' 
the font great; z. .the lochia were now ſup- 5 
ions and the Ty began to be delirious, 0 
Theſe alarming ſymptoms FIAT me to 7 
avail myſelf of the aſſiſtance of another prac- = 
titioner ; I therefore thought proper to call in 
D Skene, who readily accompanied me to 
5 the Patient, and, with his approbation,. AA bli- 
ter was applied to the fide affected, the laxa- 
tire medicine was continued, and an wnpnps „ 
: 1 rang! rege at Ne 5 
"Ds the: th, 1 5 e fifth Pg 5 15 
diſcaſe, 1 found an increaſe of all. the unfa- En 
 vourable ſymptoms; the pain and tumefac- 
tion of the abdomen were greatly increaſed, 
as was alſo the difficulty of breathing, ' A 
Plentit ul diarrhoea now came on; hut it was 
too late, for nature, unhappily, was mn © 
dc, at the time when! eee > 
OE bern PP ſervice. . o 5 pos: e . 5 


I. the, ve Go ah 1 viſited 43 ws - 
ms every 1 of ee deaths the 


. 


5 polſe was ſunk, and the extremities cold; ; and, 5 


In a few Hour, the ſcene Was coſed. 


„ biss gc rlox. 


* 


Many Aan were incfle@ually uſed to 


perſuade the friends to permit an inſpection. 


ey 


However, at laſt very une xpectedly, they gave 


their conſent, and this circumſtance obliged 
me to go on that buſineſs, at a very late hour, 
attended only by my principal pupil Mr. Har- 


vey, who always accompanied me on ſuch | 
occaſions. I was ſorry that the lateneſs of the 


hour deprived me of the pleaſure of Dr. Skene 8 
company, whoſe preſence is deſirable on theſe 


occaſions, on account of his 5 anatomical know- - 
ge | | : 


— 


When the Sonics was 588 8 the omen- 


tum preſented itſelf perfectly entire, and very 5 
ttle diſcaſed, only ſomewhat more of a red 


colour than it is in a natural ſtate; the fto- 3 
mach was ſound, but all the inteſtines were 
much inflamed; and diſtended with air, parti- 


| oy” the colon. The 1825 ovarium was 


# <4 
1 


5 1 


5 fo ad, but the right was almoſt totally walled 
by ſuppuration. There was about half a pint 
of pus and extrayaſated ſerum { in the cavity of 
the abdomen. The uterus. was lying. above 

the brim of the pelvis, and was conſiderably 
more enlarged, and diſtended, than it, - ought 
to have been. Upon cutting into it, its in- 
ternal ſurface exhibited the ſame appearances 
| e mentioned, | in 08 caſe of OW: Van 


The ela of the 585 3 me — 
proceeding to the difſeQion of the thorax ; 

: and I was the leſs ſolicitous about the matter, - 
as 1 had ſeen in the abdomen the equſe of the 

| patient”! 8 death, J 


/ 
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CASE IV. 
Mrs. — 


Xe Ne. 35. 


This „r thought herſelf 9 polunth | 


| he was to be delivered by me, and I ſhall 


ever 5 a? that her expectations were © diſap- | : 
. painted. 


be had an 1 105 and ca per- "EN 
* e * 5 


ts) 


feel he day after delivery, wher I 
about 1 6 een in the afternoon, ſne waz 
ſeized with a ſhivering fit, which laſted long, 
arid was ſucceeded. by 4 very quick pulls, 
and an acute kan in the 5 25 lide we es abs 


| e 


7 was: TI for Won alter ge att and 
3 the pulſe at the rate of 148; ＋ ordered 


ſixteen ounces of blood to be taken away, and 


app 2 failed 


a purgarive to be given, wich unf 
to ence e 5 


| Next dri 1 called i in th. Witch, i 
"oh very | {kilfu-phyſician, and we apreed to re- 
peat the bleeding to ten ounces, and to admi- 
niſter Dr. James's powder, which, in a ſhort 
time, produced five or ſix plentiful motions, 


by 1 which the e was N relieved. 


In the evening, we were Joined by Dr. 
Bkene, a phyſician of great experience, who 
- propoſed to diſcontinue the purging plan, and 
to ſubſtitute ſudorifics in its place. This, 
0 though a deviation from my uſual practice, I 

i did 


VVV 1. 
did not oppe 1. becauſe it was the | propoſal” 


of a ſenior 14 8 858 -- 5 


on the "third day, in 00 morning, har 

was a remiffion, but, in the afternoon, the 
fever returned with greater violence than be- 

fore, and the event of the diſeaſe was now too 
evident. Accordingly, the remainder. of life 
was one continued conflict, painful to THE .. 
tient, and e to the ee * 


| A large bliſter was pplied to the abdomen, 

| which, inſtead of doing ſervice, ſeemed rather 
to aggravate the patient's diſtreſs by the ir- 
ritation it produced. _ Alarming ſymptoms | 
ſeemed to increaſe every hour; the intellec- 
tral faculties began to ſuffer by a temporary 
_ delirium : convulſions were frequently inter- 
poſed ; the pulſe became weaker and weaker, 
till, at laſt, it ceaſed altogether ; the extremi- 
ties grew cold; the ſight failed, and death 
eloſed che aa ons 75 
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A edel: a lamentable Ee of the im- 
5 e + e 


= {4 . 4 » Ee 
perfection of our art; for we bad the mortifi- 
: cation to find, that we had almoſt conquered the | 
diſeaſe, and loft our patient for want of cou- 
rage to carry evacuations to a proper extent. 
For, there was but a ſlight degree of inflamma - 
tion, and no inflation of the inteſtines; the 5 
right ovarium was enlarged to the ſize of a 
hen's egg, and Was approaching to a ſtate of 
ſuppuration; there was but little extravaſation 
in the cavity of the abdomen, and what there 
was ſeemed to have proceeded from the in- 
flamed ovarium. And, I am fully perſuaded, 
that, if we had carried our remedies to a 
greater extent, the life of the patient would 
have been thereby ſaved. If either the quan- 
tity of blood, which was taken away at the 
two bleedings, had been taken at the firſt 
5 bleeding, or the purging been continued, 
which was exchanged for ſweating, I am tho- 
roughly convinced we ſhould have been able 
completely to overcome the diſcaſe, : 


| This was the 1 which I Formed from 
the diſſection, and its truth was confirmed by 
my ſucceſs in all the ſucceeding * to * 11 5 
5 I was ad. 5 


Thus, 


1 


- how: the loſs of this patient was s the means 5 


e men others,” 2 8 


. 
e v. 
* pf oP GM 


Jener Connacs, * 4 RET. 


"On he iſt of March 1791, 1 was called t ta 


= 


Javet Cormack, a married woman aged twen· 
 ty-five years, and found her in imminent dan» 


ger; for, on the ſecond day after delivery, the 


Puerperal Fever made its attack with A YER F 
| len . or cold Rage, 


* 


She wid wa five days il 90 Is fo 5 


for. When 1 ſaw her, I found the abdomen: 


5 tumefied, and very painful to the touch; the | 


| patient's ſtrength was much exhauſted, and 
e pulſe ſo much ſunk, that I did not 


it poſſible for her to ſurvive Aus. hours. 6 


* «# A7- 


-- FO 1 — 5 was | Cans 5 
ground for apy indication, or rational method 


of cure; 1 therefore, called i in Dr, Skene to. 


have his opinion, whoſe ſentiments, corre=. 


| {ponded. with my i bor x we were both of | 
opinion 


* 


| in $a chat nature would Pere 
However, ſhe ſtill remained in a very preca- 
ow ſtate, for the fever never entirely left 
Ker. The tumour of the belly was at the 


' 1 925 75 $4 * 4 0 * 


_ 


Pr 
we thought proper to give an opiate in a large 
doſe, on purpoſe to mitigate pain. But what 
was given as a palliative, very unexpectedly 
proved a cure; for it both procured reſt and 
3 a. copious ſweat, and the patient, 
next morning, was greatly relieved. A plen- 
tiful ſweat continued for ſereral days, ae the 


Pale bs) leſs eee, N 


" Cale us taken to keep the besen open, 5 


rm OY cure, 


Ae: time large and hard, ſo that” there could 


be no doubt of internal Hpplitich, Little 
hopes, therefore, could be entertained of the 
patient's recovery. But, about a month aſter 


the attack of the diſeaſe, nature, by a wonder- 


ful and an aſtoniſhing effort, relieved the dif. 
treſſed' patient, by an aperture at the umbi- 
lieus, through which a very large quantity of 
: purulent matter was diſcharged, which conti- 
nued 0 OT, for the ww" of three weeks, 


when 


TIwFF ð«“ q 
: when the tumor ſubſided, and the orificg. 
Floſed. | + 


'F 3 ſoon after hegan to menitruate, 
and, in a little time, recovered more ſtrength - „„ 
than could haye bee well e 


Thus, we have a very fingular and uncamy = 


f mon termination of a very dangerous and 
. de plorable caſe, which ſhews the wonderful 
powers of nature, and What the'i is capable of Y 


: performing, even in the moſt 2 and, 
hopeleſs caſes, © = 


And, what i is equity. remarkable, the. firſt e 
caſe of Puerperal Fever, which I bad 5 
portunity of ſeeing in Aberdeen, terminared 
in the ſame extraordinary manner, though 1 
Was called early, and notwithſtanding bleed- 
ing and other evacuations were carried ta 

2 wont, extent. | 


4 
5 N 3 WR z 


SG curious a ' caſe deere to 5 delexited, 
aka! the bilory thereof ! is e lub. 
| joined. | 


& f 7 7 2 : * 5H 85 : . 
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RN CAR vi. 
| Txonas MRovizr's War, 
(Nei in the Table.) / 


= nm tor "78 B, 15 Was called to. FA 
wife of Thomas McRobert, i in Belmont ſtreet, 
Vyyhoſe labour was attended with difficulty, 5 
Owing | to the preſentation of the face; how 

| ever, the child was expelled by the action of 
the uterus, and great care was taken to guard | 


/ ; 


The! woman had n no abt till the ſecond 
a after delivery, when I was called to her at 
midnight; her huſband being alarmed, on ac- 
count of a very long and ſevere * 


vin Which bis wife had been ſeized, 


1 When I went to the patient” T found her 
Ubouring under a great degree of fever, at- 
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„ readily communicated. as, that of the ſmal. 
pox, or mealles, and operated more ſpeedily in 5 
than any other eee with which 1 am ac- 2 


quainted, EE oo „„ 
; k 5 a 2265 CE EN ST N 27 B EEG 2 F L . 


Wich . to Aa W 3 of the „ 
4 A585 I have not been able to make any . 
diſcovery; but I had evident proofs chat EO) 
every perſon, who had been with a patient 
in the Puerperal Fever, became charged with 
an atmoſphere of infection, which was com- 
8 e to __— pregnant woman, who 
Is "I 
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s not an aſſertion, but a fact, admitting of de- 
monſtration, as S be: n acts a e 
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| ened to come within its ſphere. T 


hom the delivered, The — 
attended No. 1 1 and 2, carried the infection to 
No. 5 and 6, who were delivered by him, and 


vere 
to many others. I 


he midwife; who delivered 
No. 3. carried the infection to No. 4; from 
No. 24 to No. 25, 26, and, ſucceſſively, to 
every woman whom ſhe delivered; he ſame 
thing is true vey . others, too tedious to be 

| Aena., 6Vd ge oo edt on doh 


W 2 + 8 2 5 
a ee 
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11 ene declaration for me to 
5 mention, that I myſelf was the means of car- 
rying the infection to a great number of wo- 
men. But, happily, before I knew that the 
diſeaſe was infectious, I had diſcovered a re- 
medy which would certainly cure it, if early 


Ns applied.” This diſcovery was a conſolation, 
Which, in a great meaſure, compenſated for 


5 ond — which the knowledge of the 
977 : above- 


Wy 
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above-mentioned fact would have. otherwiſe E 
occaſioned. The 


The PT en” I «ao delivered Mews 8 
carried the infection to No. 55 in Nigg, a 
country pariſh not far from Aberdeen, from 
be ea it ſpread throught the who e 
hh | 
- Thx ſervant 11 Sir William Tas Bart. 
ne the infection from his ſiſter in Aber- 
deen to his wife in the pariſh of Fintray, ſix 
miles from town; and the midwife, who de- 
livered her, infected two others in the fame 
gan ſoon after, | both of Whom died. 


The iden 8 Aberdeen carried the 
kassen to the Printfield, or great cotton- 
works, two miles from town, where a great 
number of lying- in women was affected; 
while, at the ſame time, the women in the 
| neighbourhood, who were delivered by coun- 

| try midwives, eſcaped. a 
The infection was carried by practitioners 
of midwifery from Aberdeen to Gilcomſton, 
and the Hnxdgets, villages i in the ſuburbs of 
So the 


try, who were delivered tetris the 
ſpot, eee 5 . 
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553 the Hare gate, villages in the pariſſi 
che old town of Abe 


leen, and not in the 


ed, when 1 inform mae 5 
wife, Mrs,” Jeffries, Sas all the practice 
of that town, was ſo very fortunate as not to 
fall in with the infection; otherwiſe the wo- 

men, whom ſhe delivered, would have ſhared | 
the fate of others. d IPL RET 
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Why it prevailed in the p pariſh of Nigg and 
of Fintray, and not in the 62 oped pariſhes, I 


1%, * 2 oe 


haye already explained. e 


Puerperal Fever, of which 1 treat, was a ſpe-- 
cif gi n, or infection, altogether uneon- 
„%%% un 
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We look on the Puerperal Fever as 25 


10 form of the common ſynochus or. ty⸗ 
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two infections are of a very t 
nature. For the circumſtance, which excites 
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y infection, i 


Ns place after, as not een wech ; but the 
latter (if 8 women are 5 ede to e 


adhs . eee number of ee | 
women affected with fevers occaſioned by in- 
1 | kedion; and the reſult has been, abortion i T7. 
F early p; rt, and labour in the latter part of .- 
1 pregnaney. Which events, ſo far from prov. - 
** ing fatal, for the moſt part brought the diſeaſe 
„ to an immediate termination, the floodi 8 of 
| ce 296 the lochia of child hed proving | 
5 "Due the 5 producing typhus, is not 
only of a different nature from that which 
produces the Puerperal Fever, but the diſeaſes 
55 thereby ener have very different ſymp» 
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5 peral "FS is pain in che abdomen; whereas, 
the principal ſymptom of typhus is pain in the 
head, without ny complaint. in the abdomen. 
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5 A dat a voman ve 24 ly had, a8 


. was informed, an extreme good ti time o. | 
erg ehud; but ſhe was unfortunat Tk 
© into a bed out of which her ſiſter, wy pa- 
« tient, was removed, who had long lain ill 


«of a fow nervous fever. If we except . 


'q *not having a ſtool, ſhe went on very well 
« for five or ſix days, the lochia being pro- | 
< perly. diſcharged ; ſhe. ſlept well, and her 


« breaſts were filled with milk : but about the 19 


4c concluſion of this period, probably when 


„ the miaſma received from the curtains and 5 


© bed- clothes began to take effect, ſhe com- 
< plained of a pain in her head, was ſeverih, 
5 e and her fever increaſing with want of 
5 fleep, I was deſired to ſee her on the eighth 
day of her lying in. I then found her in a 
„ ſweat, with an exceſſive quick weak 5 
| « pulſe, and exactly the ſame kind of ſymp- 
( toms which accompanied her ſiſter's n 5 
A clyſter was immediately given with good 
4 effect; othex remedies were ordered, and * i 
0 * breaſts * been, and fill continued to be 
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be precarious, and for the moſt part unfarour- ; 
/ able ; for of all acute diſeaſes, the. Plague ex- 
cepted, the Puerper e 18 dae the moſt 


3 * 


* 


* 
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1635 one 1 the beſt writers on the Pu- 
erperal Fever has repreſented it to. be as de- 
ſtructive as the Plague itſelf. 
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0 « The Pettlente,” he Tag, « « like a 1 
C and untamed enemy, ſpreads his hoſtile ban- 
&« ners in open day, and feaſts on carnage and 
* deſtruction, till, glutted with ſlaughter, he 
* himſelf. ſinks down and dies.) But the Pu- 
*%.erperal Fever, like a ſecret revengeful foe, 
* ſtabs in the dark to the very vitals; and 
66 though he kills one only at a time, yet he 
10 f is privately ſayiag 75875 tay, and never 
5 N «fatiated ; 
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unfavourable account of the event of the Pu- 


we have a melancholy hiſtory of its fatality 
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che epideric ſeaſon <2 


1 men died, who were affected with this diſeaſe „ 
in the lying · in ward at Edinburgh, not one 


time, what the other Hoes 2 a ſudden de- 
& vaſtation P 9 


* 4 


The . Dr. Savior. gives a very 


erperal Fever. And, by the ſame gentleman, 


in one of the lying · i in hoſpitals i in London; 
for in that hoſpital, in the ſpace of two 
months, thirty-two patients were affected 55 


with te and only one of that number reco- 
vered. 
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In 1746, at Pars none recovered. iy 


Accordin g to Dr. Cds, hows. patienty 
out of nineteen died of this ax 26 55 
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And, att to Dr. ee all the wo- 


of them recovering, = 
* Hulmé on "A 8 88 p. 29. 
+ Len the Child-bed hover P- 8 4 
8 1 
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Ec . erperal Leer 28 ed; 3 
ſo that apa ear two-thirds of my patients rer 
covered. which proves that I have been much 


ry 8 be chan FG e 5 


ne Res 


1 15 1 ou KY p07: 7 
35 4 A * op Tel, Br? * Tus on "3 3 2 


Bor! it i be | phos to mention tha Fw 
too > late i in being called to many of the caſes, 
and that T had a fair trial only in fifty” of the 


ö above number of thels fifty, only five die af 


Nothing, therefore, can be a reger re 
| or the truth of my doctrine, than the ſucceſs 
of my practice; ; for according to this account, 
if the cure be early attempted, and conducted : 
according to the method which I propoſe, 
only one in ten will die, if we calculate ac- 
cording! to my ſucceſs in the above mentioned 
fifty eaſes, And it deſerves to be remarked, 
that all theſe five died before the third diſſec- | 
_ "tion, from which I diſcovered the certain me- 
thod of curing the Puerperal Fever. The 
time, when the third diſſection was made, 
may be reckoned the Era, from which we are 
| to date t the diſcovery of rs eure of this diſ- 
1 "04 5 


after n of — bi, 
| who were treated in the aner 10 be fl. 


the ſoouer mortal; and the 
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| us, more, than one- half. of the 
da 
. fore, may be arne. the principal of the 
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ing on early; eſpecially if the tumefaltion 
the abdomen be thereby diminiched, the pai VF 
relieved, and the pulſe rendered flower. In- 5 
deed it is ſo far a good ſymptom, that without 
T natural, or artificial diarrhœa, few or none 
' recovered, A gentle moiſture the ſkin, a 
flow of milk to the breaſts, a plentiful diſ- 


charge of the lochia, are all favourable ſymp- 


toms, 5 It is likewiſe A favourable :f gn when 
the patient can turn herſelf ; for, in dangerous 5 
caſes, the patient generally lies in one poſ- 
ture, unable to turn herſelf in bed. But one 
of the moſt favourable ſymptoms is an eryſi- 
pelas on the extremities, or abſceſſes on dif- 
- ferent parts of the Wy. * for ſuch are certain 
ſigns of of a Runte dune e 


The dangerous, or anrifhvrocalihs: ſymps 
toms are, a very quiek pulſe; violent pain 
and tenſion of the abdomen; laborious re- 
ſpiration ; a violent rigor, and the progreſs of 
l oo 
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SIE 48 CURB, or ru - DISEASE. re 
1 HERE ws 8 no dite aſe in abt | 
is done by nature, or more may be done by. 
art. For though I have mentioned a few. 
wonderful cures performed by nature, yet, in 
general, her efforts were ineffectual; whereas 
when early recourſe was had to the ſkilful 
aſſiſtance of art, the diſeaſe, in moſt ee. | 
Was * r and effeftually cured. 


free” the 9 which I Y 1 5 
| ceſcful was, by copious bleeding, ſoon. after 
the attack of the diſeaſe. But this did not N 
anſwer the end unleſs it was performed early, 7 
and in large quantity. And what Botallus . + 
ſays of the Plague is ſtrictly applicable to t che 
Puerperal Fever. That author . 
9 Bleeding proves more e beneficial than all 
5 other 


tn 


45 other 5 3 provided it "oy un a 


e uſed, in due quantity; but I am of opinion 


te it ſometimes does no ſervice, either becauſe 
1 practitioners are too late in having recourſe 
4. to it, of uſe it too ſparingly, or commit ſome 


«error in both theſe particulars. - For if a 


"i diſeaſe, which requires four pounds of blood 
to he taken away in order to cure it, and 


We —_— one is taken "—_ — the r 


lg wos uſb; bur becauſe i was perfornied 5 
droper, and POO. 92915 an uner- 


„in an im 
* ſonable manner ® e 


5 ane Fever than the obſervations of 
tallus; ; for, when I took away only ten or 
twelve ounces of blood from my patient, the 
always died; but when T had courage to take 


| . 'Botallus, cap: 7: De curatione per baba. miſſoyem:. 
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np caiths mots ene the 


away twenty or twenty- four 'ounees, at ene 
bleeding, th the beginning of the diſeaſe, the 
patient never failed to recover, as was the caſe 


vnn Neo. 23 ed 33, 35. WP 8 41, Je, 535 | 
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forging able, 'F 


ms! bs will fail } in ng the Gloaſe... 


8 quanti ty by thoſe who, never take away 


| more than eight or ten ounces of blood from 


their patients; but ſuch practitioners 


Fg 
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never cure the Puerperal Fever. For anleſs a 
Practitioner venture to take away the quan- 
tity mentioned, it would be much more prue 
dent in him not to bleed at all. becauſe his 
patient will certainly die, and the bleeding will 


be blamed; for among the vulgar and illites 
rate. there is a ſtrong prejudice againſt the 


very. one that wake it. 


| And Life this prejudice in its Full ll forte, 


1 | when 


x e a PS ay is «alle to ap Ag "a 
| tient. in the beginning of the Puerperal Fever, 
he muſt never take away leſs than twenty or 
twenty-four. ounces of blood at one {® dad i 


[id 1 Ti that this vi be ke 100 _ | 


practice of bleeding women in child- bed, * 
being a popular opinion, that bleeding ſtops 
the lochia, and proves certain deſtruction to 


f 


- * 1 OP ood to? de more . 1 
twelve, or fourteen, or even ſixteen ounces. of 5 
blood from my patients. But when I had re- 
8 ſolution to take twenty or twenty · four ounces 
5 at one bleeding, I diſregarded it, becauſe * 
was ſure that that quantity, taken away within 
fix or eight hours after the attack, would 
certainly eure the diſeaſe, and that of courſe 
chere would be no clamour againſt bleeding. 
But when I was not called at the beginning, 
. or ſoon after the attack of the' diſeaſe, when 
the ſucceſs of TRE) was r 1 an + 
not Ns at PRs 10 


| 10 ls manner, at ul, I I fairly g. got ky bet- : 
ter of a prejudice, which I thought invincible; | 
for, when people ſaw, that all who were bled 


recovered, and that almoſt all, who were not = 


bled, died, even thoſe, who were moſt preju- 
diced againſt bleeding, were compelled to be 
ſilent. And thus, I had the ſatisfaction to ' 
the 3 ad clamour effeually' fenced, . 


But twenty or o bete br ounces; which ; 
I have limited as the quantities requiſite for 
5 ek cure of the Puerperal Fever, will not be 


66 Dy 7 
”. thought too 1 A. bleeding, by ſuch. n 

tioners as have been accuſtomed to ſee the . 

larg quantities of blood, which Pregnant 

women ſometimes loſe, with ſafety, 3 in caſes 

flooding. . In ſuch. caſes, 1 have frequently 

ſeen women loſe from two to upwards of ES 
four pounds of blood, in the ſpace of a. few e 
hours: and yet theſe patients had good rec» 
veries, and were the only women, deliver „ 


k 1 
1 
n 


by me, who eſcaped. the e F e in 
ds epidemic o V 


Bede, the quantity of cod, eee er 
the cure of the Puerperal Fever, is not near xr fo. 


* Since this work wad fniftied;Twis cited” fo che wit Cor 
Thott Paterſon, in Gilcomſton, who, at the commence- 
ment of labour; had loſt four pounds of blood »befors ; * 1 
dical aſſiſtance was deſired. Being engaged with a caſe 

of difficult labour, 4 ſent Mr. Booth and Mr. Mor- | 

gan, my pupils, on purpoſe to deliver her; but ſhe Would. 

not allow them to proceed, before I viſited" her.” Th the 
mean time, ſhe. loſt about two pounds more So that, 

| before! ſhe was delivered, this woman loft fix Engliſh pints 

1 = + blood: and yet, notwithſtandin g this profuſe hemor- 

Thagy, in thtee weeks ſhe was able to walk to my houſe, 

the diſtance of a mile, to return thanks, when ſhe was 
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. tlets ofit the fiſt tank, for the eure of 6ther 


firmed pleuriſy cured; in gre 
out the loſs of about forty ounces '6 

and both Cleghorn and Huxham uſed to- tak 
away a flill greater quantity in the fame 


£ 1 2 
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rates and Galen led 


ter ſotnetimes le away fi pounds if bidod 
wich manifeſt advantage ; and he, and other 
g ancient phyficians, did not helitate to bleed 


20 delinuum in fevers. The lluſtrious 85 
kaun ſays, that he has ſeldom known a con. 
70 eee Wis 
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bd 
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diſeaſe. Dr. Cullen ſays, that a man of tole- 
-rable ſtrength may loſe. from four to five 
pounds of blood, in the courſe of two or 

. bard eas ee inflammation. Woes 


18 "Be Th was. | Glled oy to "pits . 
in the Puerperal Fever, and had courage to 
take away twenty. four ounces; at one bleed 
ing, I never failed, at once, to cure the diſt aſe 
To 2 bo, bets, 79, 755 ; 75 and Th are in- 
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; Liver which 05 piace ia day ow 45 
livery: This patient e e of à very 
acute pain in tl 
ceeded a ſevere rigor, or ſhivering fit, and the 
pulſe: was at the rate of 160. She was e | 
| ta dhe extent of twenty-four ou at 
a purgative at two o'clock 10 4 on 
immediately after the bleeding, which, pra- 
duced ſix or ſeven plentiful motions,” And 
when I ſaw her, at eight o vlock in the even · 
ing, to my great ſurpriſe, the pull 
down from 160 to 108, and the pain of the 
abdomen was gone. Next morning, when 
1 called, I found her VO: be, ain, or 
* _ NGO: e 


1 


I was panties to Mrs " No. 85 in 
ſimilar circumſtances, She was treated exaftly | 
in he ans mann, nnd the fame ,I, 
n Py rat . ona HE ni HER 5 „ 


1 os i came bes me, one 1 9 ae 
= to 0 the nn to eee eee No. 62, who 


9 5 


the abdomen, which had fuc« 


* 
* 
> * 3 4 _ 
1 0 - „ — 
* 3 11 So. et = *' 
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| git | 


pate 8 friends, and made them ſend for me. 


they took away other twelve ounces; an E 

after the bleeding, they gave a briſk purgativ 
which operated well, re 08 K ten or r twelve | 
1 motions.” ERS | 


- which alencd the | 


diſpatched Mr. John Gordon, and Mr. Jo- E 


ſeph M*Rae, with inſtructions how to act; 

| and they managed the caſe with great pro- 
2 priety, for, when they had taken away about 
twelve ounces of blood, the patient fainted : 


ut the young gentlemen were not alarmed 


We £2 


at that, but waited till ſhe recovered, when 


7 1 ; 
* Y N 79 » 


1 


When 1 viſited the patient, EY OR 1 
found, that both the fever and Pain of the ab- 
e were en . : 


Y 


wa 
9 7 
. 


The danse of the: enges Fever, 1 this 
caſe, was on'the day after delivery, in the after- 


noon, and ſhe was bled, and got the purgati 


„within ſix or eight min _ 1 commence- 
| RE of the ere ja 1 10 e e . wo i =— ** os 


ett 85 LY 
or elght-h hours after the attack 1 the diſeaſe, | 
together with a ſingle purgative, never failed, 
at once, to cure the Puerperal Fever, But 
When a leſs quantity was taken away, J either 
failed i in curing the diſeaſe, or could not ag- 
compliſh a cure without a e of e 


* ; ths 1 TW £4 "4s TY. 1 N 


e to a e. thereforcs. 5 purging, con- 
- Nitutes a principal part of the cure of the Pu= 
erperal Fever, and this is the outlet by which 8 «| 


4 54 1 : / 


Alfter bl =" Hang chants.” it 4 was my prac- 
tice to give ſome active purgative, on purpoſe 
to bring on a diarrhoea, which, when excited, 
I found neceſſary to continue through the 
whole courſe of the diſeaſe, till it was e 1 
winnen 
Wins the ſale» was 3 . ad 
Abate in the manner mentioned, 1 either . 
cured it at onee, or brought it to a remiſſion on 
the third day. Now, this remiſſion on the 
third ty is very ready to impoſe upon inex- 
perienced practitioners, ee them to give 
in, 8 25 „„ WW 


1 RIS 


. Wm pro and to deb ae N 


or is te But the event vill convince 
tage thus bed be ee by a — 
rgatives, it will be found, that the 
remiſſion is only a reſpite, during which, the 
diſeaſe is preparing firength to return again, 
in order to renew the confli with redoubled | 
Nees when it will not be de Phet ef 
who retreats, on MR to 1 the eim op- 
portunity of rallying on more adyantageous 
ground, when the conteſt Is "TOO ec 
enen . l 


2 1 of 
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"The purging, ebe is to . early 
cited, and to be continued without intermiſ- 
ſion, till there be a complete termination of 
the diſeaſe, Wk . e e on . 


1 0 fifth mn 


"in 3 to —— as Mleech 9 ol * 
wen va cid and dd. 
8 REY Jus - 


aher, . 3 3 by. 
of giving my purgatives in a cancealed may 5, 
For ſome time, I gave powder of jalap, rp 
ſyru us de rhamno, in the proportions of 3 „„ 
dlram of the former, or two ounees of the lag 
ter, in ſix ougges of the ſaline mixture, of 
which the patient took an ounce at proper 
ateryals. But this medicine I found to an- 
ſer hetter for continuing, than for intro: 
ducing the diarhæa; for which reaſon, the 
ich I found 


preference was given to others bi 
more effectual. And it is a matter of the ut- 
moſt moment, to preſcribe ſuch pprgatives as 

will operate .vith..all, poſſible, Speed, Acker 

trying a great variety, I found that, moſt de- 
pendence was to be put in calomel and jalap; 
three grains of the former and two ſeruples 
of the latter were mixed with conſerve of = 
roſes, and made into a bolus, which I always 
adminiſtered immediately after bleeding, with- 

out giving the leaſt} intimation of the intention 

of the medicine, either to the patient or herr 
friends. This medicine commonly operated 

ſpeedily and briſkly, and never diſappointed 
me, as other purgati ves frequently did; and 8 
0 begun, was afterwards „ 


al: E 4 continued 


7 Slab by ce purging mixture already 
mentioned, which was given, in ſuch propor- 
tions, as to produce five or fix motions every 
day, without intermiſſion for the firſt three 
days of the diſeaſe ; after which I diminiſhed 
the doſe, but ſtill ud the medicine, till 
the diſeaſe totally ceaſed. Every night, I admi- 
niſtered an opiate, in order to give a reſpite 
to nature, and ſtrength to the patient, to ena- 
ble her to bear the evacuations, which ſhe 
muſt e undergo the enſuing day. 8 


i 


In this manner I treated my pellets, and 
the ſame method, if followed by others, will, 
Iam confident, be attended with equal face | 
ceſs, It may, perhaps, be thought a ſevere 
method of cure, but I can affirm, from ex- 
tenſive experience, that no other method will 
cure the Puerperal Fever. The cure is ſevere, 


but it is only ſhort, for che patient is cured in | 
1 few days, or not at all. "rg 


4 Cita mors venit, aut victoria læta. 1! 


All the patients, who were early and largely 
bled, and plentifully purged, recovered. On 
„„ „„ „ - cu: thy 


ach in whom we ould" not excite a diarchcra f 
25 3, 5, O, 9, 17, * 197 225 24, 25, 1 "7; 
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: The propriety of purging, in ther 
Fever, was clearly pointed out to me 8 * 
lay 1d in re TOW Wy Ty _ pe eng) 


* 
F< 7 
1 
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Joy was led to / this pationt; hai up 
Kouls' after ſhe had been attacked: with the 
Fever. She told me, that the diſeaſe began, 
the day after delivery, with a ſevere ſhivering. 
The abdomen-was tumefied and painful to the 
touch; but the pain was moſt ſevere in the 
1 right 8a her pulſe was at the rate of 140, 
and 1 Sixteen ounces of blood were im- 
mediately taken away, which gave her great 
relief, and a purgative was alſo given. The 
blood had a thick inflammatory cruſt; and 
the purgative operated well. The cure, 
which was begun by art, was carried on hy 
nature; for a diarrhœa continued without in- 
termiſſion for ſeyenteen ſucceſſive) day, and 


and was cxtremely etna 
 twent) n ſtools every day. The vio- 
lence of the diarrhoea made me endeavour to 
retrain it, but to no purpoſe, For nature, 
bent on conqueſt, and diſdaining the * 5 
ments of art, ſeemed determined/to-gontivue - 
her career, till ſhe came off victorious. * 5 
I it be admitted, that diſeaſe is a conflict of 
nature fighting for her ſafety, this was one of 
the warmeſt conteſts Lever had an opportu- 
nity of witneſſing, I frequently thought that 
the patient was irrecoverably ſunk, and ready 
e 3 but fin he revived. et ie 
ralleled nge of; adn — the fover 
50 „and the diarrhea abated. But though 
- the diarrhoea abated, it did not entirely ceaſe; 
for it OR in moderation, for the 
ſpace of ſix weeks; and having completely | 
varried off the Giſele, ie then ceaſed ſponta- 
neauſſy. _ what is very remarkable, after 
all he had milk in her breaſts, and nurſed 
ber child, which the kept at the un for bogs 2 
Long n Sf 4 580 e Ker 
* 4 & A435} 


e and 4 burg ae in two | great 


25 or . 885 i 


Feve Sweati ting i his uncertain 4 
Aickeulk t to Is excited; bliſters ſeem rather to 

do hurt than good by the irritation they occa- 
ſion 3 warm fomentations, which are ſo come 


monly uſed by practitioners, are of no great 


ſervice, and when applied too hot they evi- 
dently increaſe the pain and quicken che velo- 

city of the-pulſe. In ſhort, the only. proper - 
method of curing the Puerperal Fever is, by 
* bleeding early in the diſeaſe, and plen- 


1 ie Hake may. Fay fa | „ 
and ought to be tried at a later Period than I 1 
| bould Rare, on account of the preju d 


10n ogcerning. _ conduc a. 


ana proper. to be purſued, in my peculiar 
ſituation, I came to the following xeſolution: 


88 * 
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- Io 8 7 8 
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If called to a caſe within twelve hours aſter 
the attack, I inſiſted on bleeding the patient, 
and promiſed for its ſucceſs; but if at a later 
period, viz, from twelve to twenty- four hours 
after the attack, in that caſe, like Sydenham 
with the ſame remedy in the ſmall- pox, I 
thought it incumbent on me to propoſe it as 


the only effectual remedy, but I neither in- 


liſted o on wy nor eee Re its n 


e the Won pricelpal: re andy Grin CUr- 
ing the Puerperal Fever, is not ſo circum- 
ſcribed in its application as bleeding; for it is 


well adapted to all the different ſtages, or pe- 
riods, of the diſeaſe, and i is the evacuation to 
which nature herſelf gives the preference; 
being the only proper critical, or ſalutary 
diſcharge, nan noſes” "yon in the: Haney ra 
. _ 5 | | 


n neglected, or impro- 


Fe 1 Giſeaſe 1 50 0 


a perly treated, in the beginning, the event is 


for the moſt part fatal; for the inflammation 


18 continuing to increaſe, terminates in ſuppura- 
tion, or gangrene. At any rate, conſiderable 
ae n. in the cavity of the 


5 LN abdomen 3 


— 
5 


abdomen ;- and the diſeaſe, which was inflam«- 


matory in the een Faun Ne in 
its POR e 18855 1 


. this FR of the dea most authors 

have recommended the uſe of tonic and anti- 
| ſeptic medicines ; but my experience autho- 
riſes me to put little confidence in them, For 
the ſource of the poiſon 1 is in the cavity of the ; 
abdomen, for which there is no anlidote in 5 
the materia medica. 4 5 1 as ' : e 5 


. Diez qi in terris et eris an magni enen 5 


This d ſested 3 cannot W cor- 
revied: in any other way, than by being car - 
ried out of the body. But there is no direct 
outlet from the cavity of the abdomen, and 
the only channel is by a long circuit, or indi- 
rect courſe through the abſorbents into the 


circulation, and out of the ſyſtem by the com- 


mon excretories. For the abſorbents are ca- 
pable of imbibing the extravaſated poiſon, and 
c carrying it into the ſyſtem, from which it 
is moſt readily diſcharged by the inteſtina 

canal. * Now this method nature fre. uent 
e N attempts 


1%) 

attempts by exciting a diarrhea, and the prac- 
titioner,/in imitation of nature, muſt purſue 
the ſame intention, by giving purgatives, if a 
en diarrhoza has not taken . 7 


: Thatoature „ in this Ways 
we have a remarkable inſtance in the caſe of 
| Ns MONT: deſcribed. | $9 * N Sh | 


Io © 


N 1 finiſh this a I think: proper 
to mention the event of this diſeaſe in the 
- hands of thoſe, who treated it with wine and 
cordials, without either bleeding or purging 
their patients. And I took, particular notice 
that all the women died, who were attended 
by ſuch practitioners. Yet their practice was 
Praiſed, though it always failed, becabſe it was 
pleaſant, and correſponded with popular opi= 
nien: whereas my practice was blamed; though - 
always ſucceſsful, becauſe my method of, cure 


47 __ 06 e e wh ſeverity. | 


e reade it e 1 ls 
not aſſert this on purpoſe, or in ſuch a Way a8 
—_— the character of any individual; for 

nention n But I conſider it. as A 


ſacred * 


(ID | 
| facred duty, a matter of conſcience, to men- 
tion every circumſtance relating to the ſub- 
ject. And as the lives of thouſands are at 
ſtake, the leſs apology is neceſſary. The 
maxim of every author ought to be the ſame _ 
with that of Ariſtotle, who gays, 15 1 is 


my friend, but truth much more.” 


eg of Se gar” 
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I. alt Gait the” chapter with ea 


* though the cure turns upon bleeding, yet : 


it is to be doi 


e early and largely, or not at all; 


25 ane purging can never be omitted with im- 


unity: and that, if ry one i to excite 


: abr leh a, or » 00 n early 1 
| er he will mou loſe 1 His apy att 
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train a ſponta- 


* 


nd, in 
this inſtance, I eſteemed the men, cough 1 
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© | PREVENTION OF THE DISEASE, 


* N * 
. R 
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| ConsIDERING the many difficulties and 
| the oppoſition which I met with in curing the 
Puerperal Fever, it will be readily believed, 
that I ſhould be extremely ſolicitous to diſ- 
cover a preventive for the diſeaſe. And, 
though I was very diligent in this ſearch, yet 
my ee were for a long time unſuc- 
ceſaful. For thoſe means, which have been 
e ee by authors, were found alto- 
gether inadequate to the purpoſe. And, for 
this reaſon, I hope I ſhall be pardoned for 
conſidering them as the ſuggeſtions of Ys. 
- which will not ſtand the teſt of experience; 
my experience authorizing me to ſay, that 
thoſe, who truſt to them „ will be The diſ- 
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* infection has s been communicated, to pre 
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beau in die mater L have not a 
my When treating of the caul 
nature, and cure of the diſeaſe, I ſpoke with 
.tience ane | s for ry guide but here thoſe 
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That freſh. a air 1 hols. 5 are inſuffi- 
eient for the deſtruQion of contagion, and that 
bet is no certain antidote but fire and ſmoke, 
| JN: . ingenious Ns 


* e dea, es as. be thinks, 
even the 1 Rel. 2 e 


vi een of infected chamber 

the fumigation of infected apparel, may be 
ſeen by peruſing his ingenious papers on fe- 
( _ and n to e 1 * th: re „ 
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| preventing the infection of the Pi 
The patient's app d. 
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either to be burnt, or thoroughly. purified. . 
and the nurſes and phyſicians, who Have mat 


"oe 
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e 1055 means u ought to by ado; for 0 
ral Fever. 
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1 Sa infe@tion, hae it TE fb communi- 
| cated; and on this head I ſpeak with: proper 
5 0 confidence, becauſe I ſpeak from exp nence, 
ſureſt teſt of medical truth. And as I have 
54 mentioned, 1 found x myſelf diſappoint- . Z 
ed when 1 truſted to thoſe means, which have 
„ been recommended b ſome authors of con- 
"|  _ ſiderable reſpectability. For, neither antiſepti 


een ye — 


e 

nor tonic medicines, nor ſuch as obviate ſenſi - 
bi, or; irrital ility, were found effofual, - 
| Conſequently, bark, wine, opium, &c, will 
„„ diſappoint thoſe who put their confidence in 
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7 think t | 


T: | bable means of preventing the Puerperal Fever; 


for tl 


0 e and it had failed, I 
been permitted to repeat the Pry aka. E--.. 
wards, at the attack of the Ts when i was 5 

5 ee, . e nh 


but I was unwilling to have recourſe to it as. 

a preventive, becauſe, if it failed, I was, by that 
_ means, deprived of the only ee | 
ie eure. And ſuch! was the prejudice 


gainſt bleeding, that if I had ant as a 4 wel 


bid ee ee cured ths e 
peral Fever would 2 fortiori prevent it. Reed-. 
ing, therefore, occurred to me as the moſt pro- 


tain remedy 


[ was therefore eompelled to reſt aut 1 
with purging; wy the purging bolus, which 
was fo effectual in the cure, was equally effi- 
cacious a8 a preventive. This bolus was given 

the day after delivery, in the morning, and it 
either prevented the diſeaſe altogether, or an- 


ſwered this good purpoſe, that the cure was 15 
| 8 1-7 anal before t the WOE ied the ea. 
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did not. Indeed, all; who got it, WY | 
cept James Davidſon's wife, No. 52, who got 
the bolus the day after delivery, which purged 
her briſkly ; but ſhe was, notwithſtanding, 
ſeized with the fever on the third day, about 
five o'clock in the afternoon. ©' Being in the 
country, I did not ſee her till eight, when her 
pulſe 1 was 140, attended with the uſual fymp- 
toms of pain in the abdomen, &. The bolus 

was repeated, and twenty- four ounces of blood 
POLE: away, by which the diſeaſe was at once 
cured. 
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; - HA popular opinion and the doubt or 
many practitioners, with reſpe& to the pro- _ 
. Priety of bleeding women in child-bed, are 
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treatile. 5 


opinion ſeems t 


| idea, that the ſyſtem, after delive 
ſtate of inanition, But that the 


this occaſion, ſo far from being in a flat 


 inanition, is, on the contrary 
late, muſt appear evident to every attentive _ 
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5 obſeryer.. For, 8 preg gn 
are retained, and the 


charged after deliv 


d, and the former 


But it is unneceſſary to reaſon upon a point, 
wich! is ascertained by ae eee : 


4 


ou St to be e in m_ cale? 


. 


en Ons: caſes where b 


ere 18 a great quantity of ; 
blood derived to the uterus, which, if not diſ- 25 
y, muſt be redundant, and 
occaſion plethora. | Now, in order to obviate 
this plethora, or ſuperabundance of blood, na- 
tur, in her wiſffom, has thought proper to 
excite the lochial diſcharge, and to determine 
to the breaſts by the ſecretion of milk. And 
as, in the Puerperal Fever, the latter is fre- 


dean diminiſhes polly 


ſuppreſſed, theſe , circumſtances undoubtedly 
indicate, d priori, the propriety of bleeding. 


| "The propriety of bleeding in the PTY 
Fever being eſtabliſhed, does it follow that A 5 


Th 7 quelicn is the'n more pertinent, becuuls þ 
there are many rules and cautions laid down . 
5 practitioners on the ſubje 
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